Abstract-Traffic sensing systems rely more and more on user generated (insecure) data, which can pose a security risk whenever the data is used for traffic flow control. In this article, we propose a new formulation for detecting malicious data injection in traffic flow monitoring systems by using the underlying traffic flow model. The state of traffic is modeled by the Lighthill-Whitham-Richards traffic flow model, which is a first order scalar conservation law with concave flux function. Given a set of traffic flow data, we show that the constraints resulting from this partial differential equation are mixed integer linear inequalities for some decision variable. We use this fact to pose the problem of detecting spoofing cyberattacks in probe-based traffic flow information systems as mixed integer linear feasibility problem. The resulting framework can be used to detect spoofing attacks in real time, or to evaluate the worst-case effects of an attack offline. A numerical implementation is performed on a cyber-attack scenario involving experimental data from the Mobile Century experiment and the Mobile Millennium system currently operational in Northern California.
I. INTRODUCTION
The convergence of mobile sensing, communication and computing has led to the rise of a new class of systems known as cyberphysical systems, which are physical systems sensed and actuated by "cyber" agents, an example of which is the transportation network. Owing to their spatially and temporally distributed nature, such systems are often modeled as distributed parmeter systems [23] , [8] , [19] . Estimating or controlling the state of a distributed parameter systems a very complex problem in general. It requires the integration of noisy measurement data with dynamical models, usually encoded by a partial differential equation (PDE) . Incorporating the constraints encoded by the model into the estimation problem is difficult in general, since these constraints can be nonlinear, nonconvex, or even non-explicit. Ultimately, the model constraints can always be enforced through the use of Monte Carlo techniques, but these methods are challenging for large dimensional problems.
In transportation systems, a new form of sensing has emerged since a few years in the form of probe vehicles. In this paradigm, the vehicles themselves transmit their speed and location anonymously [26] to a central server, which uses this data in conjunction with fixed sensor data [27] to generate real-time traffic maps. While systems such as the Mobile Millennium system [26] have successfully demonstrated the concept, multiple issues remain in terms of security [1] , [2] . Unlike fixed sensors which are difficult to tamper with, it is relatively easy for an attacker to generate fake data and inject it in the system to modify the estimates with dire consequences, in particular if the traffic estimates are used for optimal traffic control (traffic lights, ramp metering). Indeed, probe-based systems do not require strong authentication from the users to enhance user privacy [18] .
Detecting such cyber-attacks is a complex problem, since there is a wide range of possible traffic velocities and a great diversity of possible traffic patterns. Detecting fake data that follows some pattern (for instance if the faked data is periodic) or that falls out of physically reasonable bounds is easy. However, detecting fake data that is both random and consistent with a typical sensor measurement is difficult. In this situation, detecting fake data injection can only be done by checking the consistency of the data with respect to the model, which is assumed to hold perfectly (i.e. without model uncertainty) in the present article. Note that the interpretation of the results of this consistency check is complex: inconsistency may result from faulty sensors or even from local violations of the traffic flow model.
In the present article, we use the underlying traffic flow model, encoded by the Lighthill-Whitham-Richards (LWR) PDE to detect cyber-attacks, assuming that data is generated by a set of fixed sensors and a set of probe vehicles. We show that the model-data consistency check problem can be posed as a Mixed Integer Linear Program (MILP). The importance of this formulation is significant, since it now provides an algorithmic solution method to this previously open problem, that could only be solved using Monte Carlo techniques or through approximations. We then illustrate these results by numerical implementations of the corresponding MILPs using real data from the Mobile Century experiment [17] and from the Mobile Millennium system [26] .
The rest of this article is organized as follows. Section II defines the solution to the HJ PDE investigated in this article, as well as its properties. Section III formulates the initial, boundaries and internal conditions of the problem as a function of the input data. We then derive the structure of the HJ PDE model constraints in section IV, and pose the problem of detecting spoofing attacks as a Mixed Integer Linear feasibility problem. Section V shows how one can use this framework to detect a simulated spoofing attack on a real-life scenario, using experimental Mobile Century data, freely available from [26].
II. MODEL DEFINITION

A. Traffic-flow modeling using scalar Hamilton-Jacobi equations
In the remainder of the article, we assume that the spatial domain X representing the highway section is defined by X := [ξ, χ], where ξ and χ respectively represent the upstream and downstream boundaries of the domain. We assume that the state of the system is described by a scalar function M(·, ·) of both time and space, known as Moskowitz function [21] , [22] . The Moskowitz function is a possible macroscopic description of traffic flow, which appears linearly in the context of traffic. Let consecutive integer labels be assigned to vehicles entering the highway at location x = ξ. The Moskowitz function M(·, ·) is a continuous function satisfying M(t, x) = n where n is the label of the vehicle located in x at time t [14] , [15] .
One of the most common models used to described traffic flow is know as the Lighthill-Whitham-Richards (LWR) model. With this assumption, the Moskowitz function satisfies a Hamilton-Jacobi (HJ) PDE evolution equation:
The function ψ(·) defined in equation (1) is the Hamiltonian. Several classes of weak solutions to equation (1) exist, such as viscosity solutions [12] , [5] or BarronJensen/Frankowska (B-J/F) solutions [6] , [16] used in the present article. The B-J/F solutions to equation (1) are fully characterized by a Lax-Hopf formula [4] , [9] , which was initially derived using the control framework of viability theory [3] .
In the remainder of this article, we assume that the Hamiltonian is given by the following formula:
where
Such Hamiltonian is often referred to in the transportation literature as triangular fundamental diagram [13] , [15] , and is commonly used to model traffic flow because of its robustness.
B. Lax-Hopf formula for Hamilton-Jacobi equations
In order to characterize the B-J/F solutions, we first need to define the Legendre-Fenchel transform of the Hamiltonian ψ(·) as follows. 
The inverse transform is defined [4] by:
Solving the HJ PDE (1) 
The domain of definition of a value condition represents the subset of the space time domain R + × X in which we want the value condition to apply. For instance, imposing an upstream boundary condition c upstream (·, ·) amounts to constraint the value of the state on the set Dom(c upstream ) = R + × {ξ}.
In the remainder of this article, the solution M c (·, ·) to (1) associated with a value condition c(·, ·) is defined by the following Lax-Hopf formula [4] , [9] . [4] , [9] algebraically by:
Equation (4) implies the existence of a B-J/F solution M c (·, ·) for any value condition function c(·, ·). However, the solution itself may be incompatible with the value condition that we imposed on it, i.e. we do not necessarily have
The structure of the Lax-Hopf formula (4), implies the following important property, known as inf-morphism property.
Proposition 2.4: [Inf-morphism property] Let the value condition c(·, ·) be minimum of a finite number of lower semicontinuous functions:
The solution M c (·, ·) associated with the above value condition can be decomposed [4] , [9] , [10] as:
C. Model constraints
In the remainder of this article, we decompose the value condition c(·, ·) into block value conditions c j , j ∈ J each representing some measurement data. The relation between block value conditions and measurement data is presented in section III. The inf-morphism property and Lax-Hopf formula (4) 
if and only if the following inequality constraints are satisfied:
The proof of this proposition is available in [11] . When the above compatibility property is satisfied, all value conditions can be imposed in the strong sense [24] , i.e. the solution to the HJ PDE (1) will be identical to the value conditions on their respective domains of definition.
In addition to the above proposition, the Moskowitz function M c (·, ·) has to be continuous by construction [22] , [7] , which yields additional compatibility conditions. We outline these compatibility conditions in Section IV
III. EXPLICIT SOLUTIONS TO PIECEWISE AFFINE INITIAL, BOUNDARY AND INTERNAL CONDITIONS
Multiple types of value conditions can be incorporated into the estimation problem. In the present article, we include initial, boundary and internal conditions. The initial and boundary conditions are typically measured (with some error) using fixed sensors, such as inductive loop detectors, magnetometers or traffic cameras. Note that an increasing proportion of traffic data is generated by mobile sensors onboard vehicles, also referred to as probe data [25] , which generate internal conditions [9] .
A. Definition of affine initial, boundary and internal conditions
The formal definition of initial, upstream, downstream and boundary conditions associated with the HJ PDE (1) is the subject of the following definition. 
where v meas (m) =
xmax(m)−xmin(m) tmax(m)−tmin(m)
. The affine initial, upstream, downstream and internal conditions defined above for the HJ PDE (1) are equivalent to constant initial, upstream and downstream boundary conditions for the LWR PDE [20] . The domains of definition of these functions are illustrated in Figure 1 . Note that for real-life problems, the initial, boundary and internal conditions are not known exactly, which we will assume to be the case in the remainder of this article. In particular, we do not know the exact values of the initial densities ρ(·), the boundary flows q in (·) and q out (·), as well as the coefficients L m and r m of the internal conditions. Some coefficients such as q in (·) and q out (·) can be measured with some uncertainty, but some other coefficients such as L m and r m cannot be measured experimentally. These variables will act as part of our decision variable for the Mixed Integer Linear Program (MILP) derived in Section IV.
B. Analytical solutions to affine initial, boundary and internal conditions
Given the affine initial, upstream, downstream and internal conditions defined above, the corresponding solutions
and M μm (·, ·) defined by the Lax-Hopf formula (4) can be computed explicitly [11] , [20] as closed-form expressions. These expressions can be found in [11] , [20] in the case of the fundamental triangular diagram.
The closed-form expressions of
and M μm (·, ·) are very important: they enable one to compute the solution to the HJ PDE (1) semi-analytically for a very low computational cost using the inf-morphism property [9] , [20] . They also enable one to write the model compatibility constraint condition (7) as a set of linear inequalities in a specific decision variable.
IV. DERIVATION OF THE SPOOFING ATTACK DETECTION SCHEME AS MIXED-INTEGER-LINEAR-PROGRAMMING As outlined earlier, deriving the constraints of an HJ PDE on initial/boundary/internal condition coefficients is complex in general, as the constraints may not be explicit. In the present case, our objective is to verify that a set of initial, boundary and internal conditions can be found such that the model applies in the strong sense. These constraints, known as model constraints define a set of allowable coefficients of the initial, boundary and internal conditions for which the model applies in the strong sense.
In addition to these model constraints, the value of the coefficients of the initial/boundary/internal conditions is also constrained by the data. These data constraints are translating the fact that the actual value of these coefficients is within some bounds that are a function of the observed data and of the sensor performance characteristics. We present an example of such data constraints later in the article.
A. Model constraints
While the full derivation of the model constraints is out of the scope of the article, we briefly show that these constraints can be written as a set of mixed integer linear inequalities for some decision variable.
Fact 4.1: [Linear inequality property]
The model constraints (7) are linear in the variables
The proof of this proposition is available in [11] .
While the HJ PDE model constraints (7) ensure that the initial, boundary and internal conditions can all be applied in the strong sense, they do not ensure the continuity of the solution (the solution is only lower-semicontinuous in general [4] ). In this article, we look for continuous solutions following [22] , since they are the only physically meaningful solutions. The necessary and sufficient conditions for continuity of the function M c (·, ·) defined by (6) are outlined in Proposition (4.2) below.
Proposition 4.2: [Continuity constraints]
Let a set of initial, boundary and internal conditions be defined as in (8), and let the corresponding partial solutions be defined as
Let us also assume that the model constraints (7) 
is continuous if and only if the following conditions are satisfied: The proof of (12) is straightforward, and follows directly [11] from the piecewise affine structure of the partial
The fact that (12) can be written as a set of mixed integer linear inequalities is more involved. It can be shown that since (12) can be written as a set of inequalities involving boolean variables. An example of such derivation is shown in [7] . These inequalities can be further rewritten as mixed integer linear inequalities using the piecewise affine dependency of the partial solutions with respect to the variables ρ (1), ρ(2) L mmax and r 1 , . . . , r mmax .
In the remainder of this article, we define y as the decision variable of the problem (including the continuous and integer variables), and symbolically write the mixed integer linear constraints resulting from the model and the continuity constraints as Ay ≤ b (13) Note that the variable y contains the continuous L mmax and r 1 , . . . , r mmax , with additional integer variables.
B. Data constraints
Similarly, the unknown coefficients of the initial, boundary and internal conditions have to satisfy data constraints to be compatible with the observations. The data constraints express the fact that the true values of the initial, boundary and internal conditions coefficients should be close to the corresponding measurements.
Hypothesis 4.3: [Data constraints]
In the remainder of our article, we assume that the data constraints are linear in the unknown coefficients of the initial, boundary and internal conditions, and can thus be written symbolically as
where y is the decision variable defined earlier.
Different choices of error models yield linear data constraints, such as the example outlined below.
Example of convex data constraints -Consider a sensor measuring the boundary flows (q in (0), ...q in (n max )) with x% relative uncertainty, a loop detector measuring the initial density ρ(3) with y% absolute uncertainty, and no downstream sensor. In this situation, the constraints are linear inequalities in the unknown coefficients:
Other types of data constraints arise when the sensor performance characteristics differ from the example shown above. The data constraints are not necessarily linear if quadratic error models are considered, though most error models would yield convex constraints.
C. Spoofing cyber attack detection as a mixed integer linear feasibility problem
Given the model, continuity and data constraints presented above, we consider the following feasibility problem:
Let us denote byȳ the actual value of the decision variable corresponding to the actual traffic flow scenario. Note that in experimental situationsȳ cannot be measured, unless one has complete knowledge of the state of the system.
If (16) is infeasible, there is no set of initial, boundary and internal conditions satisfying at the same time the model and data constraints. Thus,ȳ is either violating the model constraints (i.e. Aȳ > b) or the data constraints (i.e. Cȳ > d), or both. The interpretation is as follows:
• Ifȳ violates the model constraints, then the actual traffic state function does not follow the HJ PDE (1), which can be caused by modeling errors of the flux function (most probable), or by phenomena that are not modeled by the HJ PDE (1) (less likely).
• Ifȳ violates the data constraints, our error model is incorrect. There can be three main reasons for this to happen:
1) Incorrect error modeling, for instance caused by wrong sensor specifications 2) Sensor faults (the error model assumes that all sensors are working according to their specifications, i.e. non faulty) 3) Spoofing attacks If (16) is feasible, there exists a set of initial, boundary and internal conditions compatible both with the traffic flow model and with the observed data. Note that this does not guarantee that no spoofing attack occurs. Indeed, a spoofing attack could occur, but the complete dataset (actual data and spoofed data) would somehow be compatible with the model and the sensor error model. In the remainder of this article, we assume that a spoofing attack is detected whenever (16) is infeasible, though in practice one has to exclude sensor faults or incorrect error modeling before reaching such a conclusion.
V. IMPLEMENTATION
We now present an implementation of the spoofing attack detection framework presented earlier on an experimental dataset. The dataset includes fixed sensor data (obtained from inductive loop detectors in the present case) and mobile sensor data.
A. Experimental setup
As previously, we check the feasibility of (16) (·) generated by the above PeMS stations, i.e. we do not assume to know any initial density data. We also consider internal condition data (i.e. probe vehicle data), either real (i.e. extracted from the Mobile Century dataset) or spoofed (drawn randomly according to a specific distribution). The layout of the spatial domain is illustrated in Figure 2 . For all subsequent applications, the data constraints are chosen as
, where e = 0.01 = 1% is chosen the worst-case relative error of the flow sensors.
We divided the spatial domain into four segments of equal distance X=965 m. We also set T=30 s as the aggregation time for the flow data (T is determined by the granularity of PeMS data). All MILPs have been implemented using IBM Ilog Cplex working on a Macbook operating MacOS X. The problems described in this article are tractable: they typically involve hundreds of variables and thousands of constraints, and are solved in a few tens seconds.
B. Cyber-attack detection example
Our objective is to show the effects of a spoofing attack on traffic flow estimates using mixed boundary flow and probe vehicle data. For this specific application the objective function is chosen as the total number of vehicles at initial time, defined by kmax i=0 ρ(i), though we are mostly interested in the feasibility of the model and data constraints, which will act as a proxy for detecting fake data injection. We consider 10 blocks of upstream (9) and downstream (10) boundary conditions as well as 6 blocks of (real) internal (11) conditions.
As no spoofed data is injected, (16) is feasible, and the traffic density maps corresponding to the minimum and maximum values of the objective function are shown in Figure 3 below. Fig. 3 .
Scenarios corresponding to the minimum and maximum number of vehicles (no spoofing attack). In all subfigures, we compute the scenario for which the initial number of vehicles is the largest (or the smallest), given the boundary data as well as probe data (dashed segments) Top: minimized number of vehicles. Bottom: maximized number of vehicles.
We now simulate the effects of a spoofing attack on the traffic estimates, as well as its detection by the proposed scheme. For this, we progressively incorporate spoofed probe data in the problem and check the solution to (16) . An attack is detected when (16) becomes infeasible.
For our specific scenario, infeasibility occurred after we added only 3 fake internal conditions when the former were drawn from an normal distribution centered around 15 mph, with a standard deviation of 1.25 mph. Note that average speed reported by the vehicles was around 40 mph, with a standard deviation of 10 mph. Since the traffic speed was higher than the velocity of the fake internal conditions, these additions tend to increase the estimated minimal possible density of vehicles on the highway, as illustrated in Figure 4 . In contrast, adding fake speed data that is closer to the current traffic conditions is more likely to go undetected, as illustrated with the scenario illustrated in Figure 4 , bottom.
In this specific scenario, six fake internal conditions were randomly chosen with a mean value of 35 mph and a standard deviation of 1.25 mph. These fake internal conditions have a stronger effect on the estimation of the minimal number of vehicles than in the previous case, and go undetected since they do not alter the velocity profile too significantly. Hence, the best strategy for an attacker is not necessarily to inject fake data that is too far away from the current traffic condition. Fig. 4 . Scenarios corresponding to computed the minimum number of vehicles with spoofing attacks. In all subfigures, we compute the scenario for which the initial number of vehicles is the lowest, given the boundary data as well as real and faked probe data (dashed segments). The scenario is identical to 3 with the addition of spoofed data. Whenever spoofed data is considered, we consider the scenario perturbed by the spoofed data for which an additional piece of spoofed data leads to the detection of the attack by the proposed scheme. These perturbations correspond to the maximal perturbations that an attacker can achieve while remaining undetected. Top: minimized number of vehicles with no fake internal condition. Center: minimized number of vehicles with two additional fake internal conditions chosen randomly with a mean value of 15 mph and a standard deviation of 1.25 mph. The problem becomes infeasible if additional fake internal conditions are added. Bottom: minimized number of vehicles with six additional fake internal conditions chosen randomly with a mean value of 35 mph and a standard deviation of 1.25 mph.
The mixed integer linear constraints arising from the model and from the data define a feasible set in which the real coefficients of the initial, boundary and internal conditions lie. Adding spoofing data will generate additional inequality constraints, which will reduce the size of the feasible set. Hence, spoofing cyber-attacks can narrow down the estimates to a specific point of the feasible set, giving artificial confidence in the (wrong) estimates generated by the system.
Other applications of the framework presented in this article are possible, such as the real time assessment of the vulnerability of a system to spoofing attacks, or sensor fault detection.
VI. CONCLUSION
In this article, we introduce a new numerical scheme for detecting data-spoofing cyber-attacks on systems modeled by first order scalar conservation laws, such as the highway transportation network. We first present an equivalent formulation of the problem based on a Hamilton-Jacobi equation. Using a semi-analytical expression of the solutions to the Hamilton-Jacobi equation, we formulate the problem of checking the consistency of the data with respect to the model as a Mixed Integer Linear Program (MILP). The method does not require any approximation or Monte-Carlo simulations to operate, and is tractable. We illustrate the performance of the method on an experimental probe dataset.
Future work will be dedicated to the generalization of the method to allow model uncertainty. In general, the corresponding problem becomes nonconvex feasibility program, which might still be tractable through relaxations or approximations. Another important direction is the study of spoofing cyber-attacks on transportation networks, to take into account the coupling effect of junctions and possibly detect such attacks earlier.
